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Haitians pride themselves on being able to be self‐reliant and independent. These

qualities have inspired us to develop a proposal that seeks to celebrate these values and promote 

autonomy throughout the country. Because of Haiti’s history, self‐reliance has become a significant 
quality to preserve in the culture. Therefore, it is equally important to support communities in a manner 
which does not inhibit this autonomy. We suggest a revitalization of the Haitian transportation 
systems by proposing a new commuter rail system and a new water way system.

With the introduction of an improved and expanded transportation system, Haiti is afforded
physical and psychological connections previously unavailable to the everyday citizen,
while supporting existing community structures. Our proposal seeks to retain the independent nature 
of the existing Haitian networks while providing an avenue of connection between them. 

The two proposed forms of transportation—land‐based and water‐based—link the ten departments of 
Haiti. These ports and hubs work to move goods, services, and people throughout the countryside 
while taking into account the ecological and topographical constraints of the land. Agricultural, 
manufacturing resources, education and health services are more easily transported from one area to 
the next.

The water‐based transportation has a main distribution point located on the island

of La Gonave. Because it is centrally located in the Gulf, it makes travel
between ports simple and efficient. One part of the island of La Gonave is dedicated to passenger 
travel, and the other part is designated for commercial use as it is convenient for

cargo ships to load and unload goods. Both of these ports are situated in areas that benefit the land‐
based transportation, which does not have a main distribution point. 

The proposed land‐based transport system of rails are routed along the low‐lying lands and utilizes 
the least amount of viable farming land as possible. It works in conjunction with the existing roads to 
bridge the disconnect between the more mountainous regions and the

low‐lying valleys. The land-based system does not have a central connection point, giving equal 

importance to each urban center located along its path. In this way, it doesn’t encourage 
overpopulation of the larger cities while effectively connecting the smaller communities.
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